Wednesday, 23rd Day of November, 2011 A.D.

COMMANDER’S THANKGIVING MESSAGE
BROTHERS

The human race, are a quarrelsome bunch and if not for the Creator’s benevolence we would not exist and learn. Surely without Him we would have extinguished each other when left to our own passions. So Brothers tomorrow on Thursday we give thanks to the Almighty!, for our blessings. But wait did I forget something? 
I remember one Thanksgiving I asked my son “Why do we give Thanks?” He told me the Pilgrims gave thanks to the Indians for sharing their food. I was astounded by his answer; “Why?” you say! Because through the years we always gave thanks in our house to God. 
However, it was very apparent to me that despite my efforts, popular culture with its politically correct concepts had a deeper influence on my son than my example. 
My response was to belittle his answer and tell him we give Thanks only to God for our blessings. My son became embarrassed and angry with me. I felt bad that I was so unkind when correcting him. It made me stop and think. I asked the question, if I did not believe in a God then who on the day of Thanksgiving would I Thank? I thought, in that case, I would give thanks to those who showed their love for me when I was unable to sustain myself. One’s family comes to mind.
Then I thought of our Fraternal Order. Our ancestors in the GAR were a band of Brothers who depended on each other for sustenance in battle. Some sacrificed their lives in battle to save their Brothers-in-Arms. All were willing to sacrifice their blood for Union. Black and White fought together by their blood the destruction of slavery; to forge a new nation reborn in freedom and equality. And indeed after the Civil War the veterans in the GAR treated each other equality as they had fought together in a great struggle. The GAR could not segregate because of this bond of sacrifice shared between the Black and White veterans; and during Jim Crow a time in our nation’s history when Blacks could not find equality because of racial & color prejudice. The GAR was a Brotherhood where an African American veteran could remind white society of his sacrifice and love of country with a hope for equality and justice. These Brothers-in-Arms gave thanks to their God and to each other! LET US FOLLOW OUR G.A.R. FATHER’S EXAMPLE
Tomorrow I call the members of the Department of Florida, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War to give thanks to God and to the veterans of the GAR as well as each other. Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War we are all Brothers and need each other’s help at times. Also let us give thanks to those soldiers who serve the cause of Freedom throughout the world today and those veterans who have served our country’s cause. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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